a method of preparation of saccharated oxide of iron, there has been a revival of interest in the administration of iron preparations by the intravenous route.
The use of saccharated oxide of iron has been described by Davidson and Girdwood (1948) , Slack and Wilkinson (1949) , Govan and Scott (1949) , Sinclair and Duthie (1949, 1950) and others.
The purpose of the present paper is to give an account of the response to intravenous iron in patients with iron deficiency ansemia who had failed to improve with prolonged courses of iron by mouth.
In addition, since there was a possibility that the failure in response to oral therapy was due to malabsorption of iron, a test for iron absorption has been applied to many of these patients, to a series of control cases and to patients suffering from other forms of anaemia.
Finally, in view of the importance of knowing to what extent iron administered intravenously is excreted, certain experiments have been carried out to measure the excretory capacity of the body for the metal.
Absorption of Iron : Methods and Results
In all instances where the condition has been described as refractory, the patient had a prolonged period of treatment with oral iron preparations, including at least three weeks of this form of therapy in hospital.
When it was sufficiently established that there was no response to iron by mouth, the patients were given intravenous injections of the preparation of saccharated oxide of iron marketed as " Ferrivenin " in divided doses to a total of from 1 to 1 -8 gm.
Iron absorption curves were carried out on the lines suggested by Moore and Doan (1936) and Moore et al. (1939) . These Tables IVa and IVb. A study of Fasting. 
Excretion of Iron
The iron content of the body is mainly regulated by controlled absorption. Since Daily Average. 
